


ﬁpﬁaw!ih'gi grassyem-
field... with pits
dotted here and there.
The ball should be
driven into the hole

with a golf stick called

a club. Individual

clubs must be used

to move the ball

from each spot. Golf
has been labeled as a
spori for the elite.
Bharath from Chennai
has set up such a golf
game in an indoor
sports hall for everyone
to.play. His indoor

golf playground

called 'Golf's Edge’ is
located in an apartment
building in. Alwarpet,

Chennai.
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“I am basically a golfer.
| have been playing this _
game since | was nine years
old. We went to Zambia
because of my father's work,
That is where | learned
golf. | continued 1o practice
even after coming to
India. After completing my
studies ql:mal:l. | warked.In
a corporate company. | also
worked as an editor in a

golf magazine and that's
when | got to know Hari
Matarajan, who and |
started a company called 'D
Time Ventures' in 2014
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That's 'Golfer's Edge’.
Golf was generally resened
for the elite. Many pecple
don’t know the basic details
about this game. It is our
aim that even those who
have never touched a golf club
should be able to hold it
in their hand and play the
game. |f we tell them that we
are training them for this,
no one will come. One i3 that
it costs mone, Ancther thing
is to set aside personal time
for it. We wanted to bring
this game indoors to be
fun yet relaxing and create a
social environment for them.
When we told our proposal
to the apartment bullders,
they were very enthusiastic.

Most of the community : 1
houses have gym, greengrocer,
swimming pool, supermarket

as their selling point. When
they were told it was indoor
golf, they welcomed it

with great enthusiasm, After
gpartments, we also look it to
comporates. It became a

good field for them to relax
in between work. So far
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“We have done 85
projects," he said, adding

that this sporls centar

in.Chennai was

the beginning for them.

“An architect

buids houses for many

bul wanis fo build

a dream house

for himself. Thats what we
wanted. Although we have
set it up in many places,
we wanted to setup

samathing for ourselvas. By

that time | was settled in
Chennai. People of

Chennai play cricket and football
but never get a chance
to play golf. We have

made it so thal everyone can
enjoy playing this game.
It is a virtual golf game.

But no 3D. Do g
not wear virtual
glasses on the

eyes, There is no
nead for that

Hit tha ball with

a real goff club., It

looks like if's possible
mdoars, All wa use

afe r;.-E.g:p‘l Ciba

and balls. There are a
total of 14 types of

clubs. Each iz used

ta hit the ball a certain
distance. There will

be a screen in front of
you. It is a normal
projector screen. Made
to.not tear no matter
how fast the ball is

hit. It will show the

golf course you want

to play. Almost
150,000 of the
most popular golf
COUrses in

tha world can

be recorded
anling
by
24
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B Can. ¥ou can choose the
R ground of your chaoica.
Atlaast 101020
feet between you and
the scraan. A simulator
is mounted above
where you hit the ball, _.
H a8 camera and genaod
attached to it. It wil
sensor the ball and record it on
camera. When you are ready
to hitthe ball, the simulator
will say ready. Mext you have
to bounce the ball towards
the screan: |t wil take a picture
of how far the ball has traveled
on the field on the screen and
show you.in slow motion,
That is, how many yards the
ball has travalad. Distanca
between ball and pit. You can see on
the screen how much chance you
have to put the ball into the hole.
It is on one side and on the
other side we have setitin a
small size in the form of turf,
There are five pits in front of
you and posts here and there.
4 You have to put the ball in
- * all these five holes. You
can also hit the ball at the
near post. This is called..
™. pudding. The club for
~ this is called butter
Let's call.
You don't need
to know how to play
golf to play
here. 70% of people
whao have ever played
hara hava nevar
held a golf club in their

hands, Everyone from
fve year obds

o adulls can play

tha game. Even old
people can play. They
have enough strength
L to swing a golf

club. How to Hold the
Club for the Uninitia ted
in Goif Which
direction to hit? All

about how 1o Tully

ullize your body
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We practice first
Lal’s giva. aftar thal
choosa and
play tha gamsa of
their choice. We have
introduced
nat only the golf
CoaeEnge, DAl 8880
other sports with
golf. That means
football, Hit tha
golf ball towards
the screen. There
will be a keeper on
the screen. The screen
will show whether
he blocked the
ball you hil or whether
tha goal fall.
Zombie game, you have A game of indoor.golf turned
ta hit the zombie on the screen out to be great relaxation. it
with a ball within a certain time has been popular in countries
fimit. We have introduced these like America, Europe, Japan
games because we want to and Korea for the past three
have a lithe fun in the midst of years. Since this is the first Arimu
serious games. After they get Gum in Channai, many people
some training here, we take come hera to play, You can play
them to the actual golf course here from Tuesday to Sunday
and train them thens as well, from 10 am to 10 pm. Faor
Thizs will give them the benefit of our regular customers, admission
g ;_-.|;-w-e.-_1 on u—.;_-n course.” iz at ¥ am. One slol is one hour.
) It should be booked in advance:
world prefer indaor golf Only you can play here at that
He said he wanted to. time. Others are not allowed. We
‘Dua to covid, the time | allow a maximum of eight
reached home was heartbreaking people in growps, Rs 900 perhour
for an individual, Rs.1400
for two people and Rs.1700
for a group. As the first-time
visilors are given personal
training. they have lo pay a fee
of Rs.250. 8500 for six months
for 12 hours package. They
can play their 12 hours
whenever they wanl. Currently we are
operating in Alvarpet. Next
there is an intention to open
branches in OMRE, Anna Nagar.
There s El|:.rD the idea of
franchising. There is ‘also an intention to
work in partnership with schools.
Mow that the holiday season
is about to start, we are
going to start the summer camp
as well," said Bharath.




